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Where does NDE get attendance data?

• All data is provided by districts via the SIS, part of the year end 
collection in ADVISER (due 6/15, locked 6/30)

• Three primary elements:
• Calendar / Calendar Dates

• Which dates are instructional / in-session?
• Enrollments (Student School Association)

• Which dates was the student’s enrollment overlapping with the instructional dates in the 
calendar?

• Also – which calendar from above is the student on?
• Daily Attendance (Student School Attendance Event)

• How many days was the student counted as absent?



Where does NDE get attendance data?

• Other factors that sometimes may be relevant:
• Enrollments (Student School Association)

• Is the student’s FTE less than fulltime? (ADA / ADM only)
• Is the student in PK/HP grade level?

• Student Early Learning Program Association (Early Childhood)
• Is the student in an EC program that attends your building? Those with Early Learning 

Setting codes 01 through 05
• PK/HP grade students that are SPED services only (no EC program), or who do 

EC from home (EC settings 06, 07), or EC at a child care partner (EC setting 08) 
are not included in NDE attendance calculations

• Everyone else is!
• Such as low FTE/0 FTE students – as long as they haven’t been exited, they are being 

counted



ADVISER Data Elements – Calendar

• See https://www.education.ne.gov/dataservices/adviser-resources/
• Calendar Code – defines a specific calendar within a school building, with a name 

generated automatically by your SIS
• Depending on your SIS this may be for the entire building, or a specific “track”, or 

one per grade level in the building
• Originally envisioned that this could be customized to get very specific with part time 

students, but in practice most have found this too hard to set up

• The Calendar Code is also used in the Student School Association to tie a 
student’s enrollment dates at a particular school building to a particular calendar

https://www.education.ne.gov/dataservices/adviser-resources/
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ADVISER Data Elements – Calendar

• Instructional Duration – a decimal tied to each date within a calendar, 
that tells NDE how much of the day is in instruction, aka in-session

• This replaces an old CDC data collection where districts gave us a single 
number of total days

• It is up to districts to decide if shortened days count as 1.0 or 0.5, etc. – you 
may have all of your periods and shorten them or cut off some periods, either 
way NDE does not offer guidance on what value you should set this to



ADVISER Data Elements – Calendar

• Note – Calendar Event type does not matter, NDE looks at the 
Instructional Duration only

• These fields are now here just for convenience in seeing what happened on
this date



ADVISER Data Elements - Enrollment

• Student School Association aka enrollment records – tells NDE which 
dates the student was enrolled and which Calendar Code they were in 
during the enrollment

• Students can have multiple enrollments if they switch schools, or transfer in 
and out throughout year

• Each SSA record is required to have an Entry Date
• These dates are “inclusive” – meaning if we see an Entry Date of 4/9/2026, 

NDE will count 4/9 as one of the days the student is enrolled, aka we assume 
they arrived and started this morning



ADVISER Data Elements - Enrollment

• Enrollment Exit Date – not required, but if not provided it is assumed 
to be June 30, so make sure you don’t leave records open-ended by 
accident

• Also “inclusive” – if a student’s exit date is 4/9/2026 then we assume they 
were in class all day and finished out the day

• Note – this means there is no way to report a 0-day length enrollment, an SSA 
record with an entry and exit on the same day appears to be a student who 
was enrolled for one whole day. Picking a date for this that is not in-session 
though will avoid this problem (a summer drop)



ADVISER Data Elements - Enrollment

• Grade Level
• Note that grade level is tied to an enrollment record not just the student, 

meaning if a student has multiple enrollments they could be in multiple grade 
levels – this is generally not recommended though and is not applicable for 
most students



ADVISER Data Elements - Enrollment

• Fulltime Equivalency (FTE)
• Also known in SIS as membership amount? Other names too?
• Fulltime students are 1.0 (your SIS may say 100 instead), half-time is 0.5, etc.



ADVISER Data Elements - Enrollment

• Student Days Enrolled – optional, rarely used
• NDE added an optional override field as a way for a district to tell NDE “forget 

what their calendar says, this is how many total instructional days the student 
was enrolled in this SSA record” and NDE will trust it

• Only a handful of districts have ever used it, not recommended to use unless 
there is no other way



ADVISER Data Elements – School Attendance

• Student School Attendance Event – aka daily attendance, daily 
absences, aka negative attendance

• Event Duration - what portion of the in-session time on this date did 
the student miss?

• Note – NDE has standardized that these numbers can only go to two decimal 
places, but does your SIS have more decimals internally? Look out for 
rounding differences that may happen before the number gets to ADVISER



ADVISER Data Elements – School Attendance

• Can be thought of as being the same unit as reported for instructional 
duration in calendar dates



ADVISER Data Elements – School Attendance

• Attendance Event Category – unlike calendars, this categorization 
does matter

• Note: ALL “Excused” and “Unexcused” categories are considered to 
be absences for NDE’s calculations

• In most SIS you control which of these categories your local absence types are 
mapped to

• Tardies and early departures are not considered absent



ADVISER Data Elements – School Attendance

• Attendance Event Categories – counted as absent



ADVISER Data Elements – School Attendance

• Attendance Event Categories – counted as absent



ADVISER Data Elements – School Attendance

• Attendance Event Categories – not counted as absent



ADVISER Data Elements – School Attendance

• Other important footnotes from the Data Elements guidance:

• Do not set up your activities codes as absences in your SIS!



ADVISER Data Elements – School Attendance

• Other important footnotes from the Data Elements guidance:



ADVISER Validation Reports

• The reports available in ADVISER will typically be able to answer all of
your questions about how your ADA and ADM are calculated, how 
your Chronic Absenteeism is calculated, and why our reports may not 
be matching your attendance audit reports in the SIS

• Main place to go: Student Verification Reports > Membership and 
Attendance

• Also be on the lookout for active validation errors, especially in the student 
enrollment or calendar areas

• Also visit Lookups > Student Lookup By ID if you need to see every individual 
absence or enrollment reported for a single student



ADVISER Validation Reports



Calendar Details

• Can check this report in the Fall even though it is due in June
• If no student enrollments are using the calendar, that entry doesn’t really 

matter



Calendar Details

• See which days are in-session (highlighted), including first and last day 
of school

• See Event Category (but this doesn’t matter)



Calendar Details

• Roster of students in the calendar and their enrollment dates



Student Attendance Summary

• This report has one row per enrollment, so students may appear 
multiple times

• Each enrollment’s share (contribution to the total) of your ADM and 
ADA are calculated, summing up the shares = your total ADA/ADM

• ADA and ADM shares are rounded to 4 digits, everything has been 2 digits up 
until this point



Student Attendance Summary

• Note how FTE changes ADA & ADM share but nothing else
• Students with 0 days enrolled are included to help with auditing, but 

they are not included in any attendance metrics by definition



Student Attendance Summary

• Scroll down to see grade, school, and district subtotals



ADA / ADM Report

• Should match the subtotals seen on the Student Attendance 
Summary

• State aid typically uses this data by grade level, hence the grouping
• Final numbers are rounded to 2 decimal places for use in state aid, after the 4 

decimal place ADM/ADA share numbers have been summed up



ADA / ADM Report



Calendar vs. Enrollment Examples

• Scenario: student enrolled for the whole school year
• ADM share = 1.0 (w/ 1.0 FTE)

• Student left after first semester
• ADM share ~ 0.5



Calendar vs. Enrollment Examples

• Student left mid year then returned
• Two enrollment records at same school
• ADM share approximately 0.5 total

• 12th graders graduate before typical last day of school
• Exit date = the actual date they graduated
• Calendar = modified to be end sooner for 12 graders
• ADM share = still 1.0



Calendar vs. Enrollment Examples

• 12th graders graduate before typical last day of school
• Exit date = the actual date they graduated
• Calendar = not modified
• ADM share – still 1.0, due to this situation NDE added a special rule for 

districts having calendar difficulties that any student who exits with a 210, 
211 (retired), 212, or 218 (future) exit code (completers, with or without 
diplomas) is assumed to have been enrolled for their entire school year



Calendar vs. Enrollment Examples

• Student changes school within district and calendar mid year
• Two different enrollment records
• ADM share = 0.5 at each school, sums to 1.0 total for the district



Chronic Absenteeism

• Chronic Absenteeism is defined as:
• Enrolled at least 10.0 instructional days
• Absent 10% or more

• Chronic absenteeism rate is calculated using a % of the unique student count, 
therefore multiple enrollments aren’t important

• Any student enrolled at least 10.0 total days at a school/district (and isn’t one of the PK 
students being excluded from attendance mentioned earlier) counts as 1 student in the 
denominator

• If their attendance rate < 90.0%, they count as 1 in the numerator (otherwise not counted in 
numerator)

• FTE not relevant, even 0 FTE
• Note – in the AQuESTT Chronic Absenteeism Reduction metric, starting in 2024 

ALL PK students are now being excluded, but this does not change the general 
definition of chronic absenteeism (such as the chronic absenteeism rate shown 
on the NEP or in the ADVISER report)



Chronic Absenteeism Report



Chronic Absenteeism Report

• Chronic Absenteeism report is similar to Student Attendance 
Summary, except should always be one row per student only

• The calculation rule is mentioned at the top



How to Approach Audit Issues

• First, verify your data is correct in the order we have been using here: 
Calendar, Enrollments, Absences

• Second, narrow down what is off
• Days in session is wrong – look at Calendar Details report
• Days in session is correct, but days enrolled looks off = check enrollments, 

membership etc. reports
• Days in session and days enrolled is correct, but days absent is off = check 

school attendance events
• Look at the ADA and ADM totals – is it only an issue at one school? Did some 

data not get synced in that school only?
• Is the issue at one grade level only? Check if that grade level has its own 

calendar
• Is a number off by less than 1.0? Check if there may be a rounding issue



How to Approach Audit Issues

• Once you can narrow down the issue to grade and school, then you 
could start looking at individual students in the Student Attendance 
Summary

• You can also look at the problem student in Student Lookup By ID for 
more details

• Please try and find the root of your issue before contacting NDE
• If before June 30, please fix the data
• If soon after June 30, NDE may accept a late request to push your changes up, 

but only if you know what the problem is and how to fix it
• Not all problems discovered by auditors have to be fixed, often they just want 

to find out the reason for the difference and document it. NDE does not 
control the independent auditors however…



Questions?

• Documents 
https://www.education.ne.gov/d
ataservices/adviser-resources/

• Contact 
max.reiner@nebraska.gov or 
NDE.ServiceDesk@nebraska.gov
with any follow up questions

• Thank You!
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