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* Gain a clear understanding of what Constructed 

Response (CR) items are and how they measure 

comprehension.

* Identify immediate steps schools and districts can 

take.



What are 
Constructed 
Response 
Items?

• Short 1-2 sentence typed 
response to a question 
assessing a writing standard.

• Presently being field tested

• Grades 4, 7, and 8

• Question Item Types:
• Multiple Choice, Multi-

Select (Choice Multiple), 
Hot Text, Composite (Part A 
and B), Gap Match (Drag 
and Drop)

•THEY HELP  
SUPPORT 
COMPREHENSION



English 
Language
Arts
(ELA)

Building Success 

with ELA Evidence

• Reading AND Writing

• Active engagement with text

• Organization of Ideas and 
Structure

• Metacognitive Reflection

• Improved Vocabulary. Fluency, 
and Syntax Skills

• Improves Memory and 
Background Knowledge 
Construction



Writing-
Centered 
Instruction

• Embed writing instruction in 
other content areas.

• Sentences, Note-Taking, 
Paragraphs, Revisions, 
Summaries, Compositions, 
3-paragraph Essay, 5-
paragraph Essay, 
Argumentation 

• Take notes on texts.

• Ask questions about texts. 

• Write summaries of texts.

• Create and/or answer written 
questions about texts.

• Talk-Read-Talk-Write
Hochman, J. C., & Wexler, N. (2017). The writing revolution: A guide to advancing 
thinking through writing in all subjects and grades. Jossey-Bass.

Motley, N. (2016). Talk, Read, Talk, Write. Seidlitz Education. 
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NARRATIVE
WRITING



K-5
OPINION
WRITING/ 

PERSUASIVE
WRITING



Informative 
or 

Explanatory







Nebraska Literacy – NE Summatives



Black Literacy 



Hispanic or Latino Literacy



Immediate 
Steps 
Districts 
Can Take!



Immediate Next Steps for Districts
• Embed writing into strong ELA instruction

• Ensure students are knowledgeable about the following:

• Understanding the prompt

• Model the response

• Scaffold practice

• Focus on evidence or quotes

• Peer revision

• (Grammar, Usage, Mechanics Note)
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Examples  



Directions

Writing Asset

Stem



Grade 4 Example



Scoring Rubric



Grade 8 Example



Scoring Rubric



Thank You!

becky.michael@nebraska.gov

• Gained a clear 
understanding of what 
Constructed Response 
(CR) items are and how 
they measure 
comprehension.

• Identified immediate 
steps schools and 
districts can take.

• Questions?

mailto:becky.michael@nebraska.gov
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